
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary 

and Phytosanitary Measures 

Semester:  Spring 2026 

Root Number:  515899 

ECTS:   4 

Lecturer:    Arthur Appleton and Tetyana Payosova 

Dates:    Mondays 16:15 – 19:15 from 23 February to 20 April 2026. 

Room:   Silva Casa Auditorium, World Trade Institute 

Course Description 
 

This course will explore the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (the TBT 

Agreement) and the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (the SPS 

Agreement). Participants will leave with a thorough understanding of the regulatory 

policy space enjoyed by WTO Members, and how non-tariff measures (NTMs) are 

treated in the WTO and in various regional trade agreements. Particular attention will 

be paid to the role of international standards, as well as the relationship between the 

TBT and the SPS Agreements and sustainable development. Case studies and 

exercises will draw upon recent trends in sustainability-related NTMs, including border 

carbon adjustments, measures aimed at preventing deforestation, and measures 

addressing critical raw materials and the circular economy. Participants will also learn 

about the work of the WTO Committees dealing with these agreements. 

Audience:  

The course is designed for advanced students in law, economics or political science 

with a strong command of English and interest in international law and international 

relations, and especially for: 
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• Master of Advanced Studies of International Law and Economics (MILE) 

Students – Compulsory 

• Joint LL.M. / Diploma of Advanced Studies Trade and Investment Law (TRAIL+) 

Students - World Trade Institute / Faculty of Law, Unibe - Compulsory 

• Master Level students, University of Bern - Elective 

• Certificate of Advanced Studies / Diploma of Advanced Studies in International 

Law and Economics (CAS ILE & DAS ILE) Students - World Trade Institute, 

Unibe – Elective 

Lecturers 

Arthur Appleton 

 

Arthur is a Senior Adjunct Professor of International Law at the Johns Hopkins School 

of Advanced International Studies in Bologna (SAIS-Europe and DC) where he 

teaches International Trade and Investment Law. Arthur is also on the visiting faculty 

and the Advisory Board of the World Trade Institute (University of Bern). He has 

published widely in the field of international trade law and international arbitration (4 

books and more than 60 articles). He sits on the Editorial Advisory Board of Legal 

Issues of Economic Integration (Journal of the Europa Institute and the Amsterdam 

Center for International Law), and the Advisory Committee of The Latin American 

Journal of International Trade Law.  

Arthur is also a founding partner of Appleton Luff – International Lawyers, an 

international law firm with offices worldwide. He has more than 35 years of experience 

in international trade law working with international businesses, sovereign States, and 

international and regional organizations. He has worked throughout Europe, the Middle 

East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America, and has appeared before the WTO Appellate 

Body. Arthur has served as a consultant for many organizations including the World 

Bank, the IFC, the WTO, the ADB, the IDB, UNCTAD, UNITAR, the ITC, CLDP and 

the EU. He is on the EU’s 17 May 2022 list as a potential Chairperson for Arbitrations 

and Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) Expert Panel Proceedings involving 

EU FTAs. He is also listed as a potential Chairperson for TSD disputes involving six 

EU FTAs. 



 

 

 
515899 - Technical Barriers to Trade and  

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
Spring Semester 2026 

  3 

Tetyana Payosova 

Tetyana Payosova is a Legal Officer in the Trade Relations Division of the EFTA 

Secretariat. She has more than 15 years of experience in international and EU trade 

law and policy, ESG and regulatory matters, and international dispute settlement (WTO 

& FTAs). Tetyana is admitted to the NY bar. 

Previously Tetyana gained significant experience in the international trade practice of 

a top-tier European law firm, as a legal adviser at the International Rail Transport 

Committee (CIT), an international association of railway and shipping companies, and 

as a research fellow at the Institute for European and International Economic Law of 

the University of Bern.  

Tetyana has extensive experience in advising governments, corporate clients and 

NGOs on international trade law, with a particular emphasis on WTO law and 

preferential trade agreements, WTO and FTA negotiations and dispute resolution, as 

well as EU regulatory and trade matters. Her regulatory practice focused on trade and 

sustainability matters, including on environmental, climate change and energy-related 

issues, including sustainability due diligence, border carbon adjustments, renewable 

energy regulations and other measures under the EU Green Deal. 

Tetyana has taught and published widely in the area of international economic law as 

well as trade and sustainability issues. 

Tetyana was appointed by the Government of Ukraine on the roster of arbitrators under 

the Free Trade and Strategic Partnership Agreement between Ukraine and the UK. 

Course Overview 
  
Class Date Day Time Hours Lecturer Topic 

1 23. Feb.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 Arthur Appleton 
Introduction to the SPS 
Agreement 

2 02. Mar.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 Arthur Appleton SPS Exercises 

3 09. Mar.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 Arthur Appleton 
Introduction to the TBT 
Agreement 

4 16. Mar.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 Arthur Appleton TBT Exercises 

5 23. Mar.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 
Tetyana 

Payosova 
NTMs in preferential trade 
agreements 

6 30. Mar.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 
Tetyana 

Payosova Recent trends in NTMs (I) 

7 13. Apr.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 
Tetyana 

Payosova Recent trends in NTMs (II) 

8 20. Apr.2026 Monday 16:15 – 19:15 hrs 3 
Tetyana 

Payosova 
The role of international 
standards 
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Compulsory and recommended reading materials 
 
Students will receive a reading list covering mandatory and optional reading materials.  

Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, participants should: 

• Understand the operation and application of the WTO SPS and TBT 

Agreements and be familiar with the most important WTO rulings interpreting 

these agreements. 

• Comprehend the balance between legitimate NTMs and trade liberalisation. 

• Realise the implications of the SPS and TBT Agreements for sustainable 

development. 

• Be familiar with how SPS and TBT measures are addressed in selected free 

trade agreements and the recent trends in NTMs.  

• Be knowledgeable about the work of WTO Committees covering the SPS and 

TBT Agreements. 

• Have a basic understanding of the operation of international standards and the 

work of international standardisation organisations. 

Exams and Grades 

 
The written exam will assess the student’s knowledge individually. The exam will be 
scheduled for 27 April 2026 or 4 May 2026. 
 
The course will follow the University of Bern grading system.  

 


