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Abstract 
It has been assumed that non-democratic regimes 

repress labor rights and collective action of 

laborers in order to attract capital investment and 

maintain regime stability. Yet, few studies address 

why some non-democratic regimes have an 

incentive to discard economic exploitation as their 

labor management strategy. This study shows that 

the Chinese labor management strategy has 

evolved away from economic exploitation of 

unskilled laborers towards limited incorporation 

since the mid- 2000s. By adopting pro-labor laws, 

the state has redistributed economic resources 

from capital investors to unskilled laborers; 

collective protests of unskilled workers have also 

been tolerated as long as they remain economic 

and limited in scope. This paper argues that 

changes in the socioeconomic conditions since the 

early 2000s have rendered the traditional strategy 

of economic exploitation less profitable for the 

regime, while increasing its costs. The pro-labor 

approach has been utilized by the regime to 

geographically redistribute industries and workers 

rather than to promote labor rights. 
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Participation is free of charge, no registration is needed.  
We warmly welcome you to join our seminar at the World Trade Institute! 
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