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My analysis of trade in personal protective 
equipment, COVID-19, and trade policy

• March 13: Trump's trade policy is hampering the US fight against COVID-19

• March 19: EU limits on medical gear exports put poor countries and Europeans at 
risk

• March 26: COVID-19: China's exports of medical supplies provide a ray of hope

• April 9: COVID-19: Trump's curbs on exports of medical gear put Americans and 
others at risk

• April 15: How the G20 can strengthen access to vital medical supplies in the fight 
against COVID-19

• Forthcoming: COVID-19: Demand spikes, export restrictions, and quality concerns 
imperil poor country access to medical supplies (VoxEU eBook chapter)
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China is a major global source for PPE
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Trump’s trade war hampered the US fight
against COVID-19
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EU limits on medical gear exports put 
many countries at risk
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EU limits on medical gear exports put 
poor countries at risk
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Trump’s export restrictions on medical 
gear could be self-defeating: Retaliation

The United States exports less than it imports of most medical gear needed to fight COVID-19
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US limits on medical gear exports put 
poor countries at risk
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China's exports of medical supplies 
provide a ray of hope
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Other issues: endogenous adjustments 
in regulatory environment, product quality



How the G20 can strengthen access to vital 
medical supplies in the fight against COVID-19

1. Production
• Incentivize additional supply

• Adjust regulations

2. Trade
• Coordinate reversal of export restrictions

• Look out for vulnerable poor countries

3. Transparency
• New reporting system for production capacity, output, domestic 

demand, stockpiles, exports, and imports

• Commercial transactions
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