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Programme: MILE Opening Ceremony
WTI, Silva Casa Auditorium
Friday, 16 September 2016

16:00

Welcome and introduction

Prof. Peter Van den Bossche







Director of Studies, WTI
16:15

Keynote address


Ms Tara F. Erath, 

Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of the United States in Switzerland

16:45

WTI history and achievements
Prof. Thomas Cottier








Emeritus Professor of Law







Founder, WTI
17:00
Launch of the John H. Jackson 
Dr Lee Ann Jackson
Internship Fund


Counsellor, Agricultural and 






Commodities Division, WTO; 






MILE faculty member

17:15
MILE alumni



Dr Fernando Piérola 

Senior Counsel, Advisory Centre on WTO Law 
17:30
Closing remarks and 

Prof. Peter Van den Bossche
business cards


Director of Studies, WTI

Prof. Joseph Francois
Managing Director, WTI

17:45
Reception at the WTI
Speaker Biographies
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Professor Peter Van den Bossche
Director of Studies, WTI

Peter Van den Bossche joined the World Trade Institute as Director of Studies and Professor of International Economic Law on 1 July 2016. Since 2009, he is Member of the Appellate Body of the World Trade Organization, Geneva, and served as its Chairman in 2015. Until the end of his second and last term as Appellate Body Member in December 2017, he will perform his functions at the WTI on a part-time basis. Peter Van den Bossche is visiting professor of law at Maastricht University (since 2016), the Universidad San Francisco de Quito (since 2016), the College of Europe, Bruges (since 2010); and the University of Barcelona (since 2008). Van den Bossche is a member of the Advisory Board of the Journal of International Economic Law, the Journal of World Investment and Trade, the Revista Latinoamericana de Derecho Comercial Internacional and the WTO Chairs Programme.

Van den Bossche holds a Doctorate in Law from the European University Institute in Florence, an LL.M. from the University of Michigan Law School, and a Licence en Droit magna cum laude from the University of Antwerp. From 1990 to 1992, he served as référendaire of Advocate General W. van Gerven at the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg, after which he joined the Faculty of Law of Maastricht University. From 1997 to 2001, Van den Bossche was Counsellor and subsequently Acting Director of the WTO Appellate Body Secretariat.

Van den Bossche is the author (with Werner Zdouc) of The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organization, 3rd edition (Cambridge University Press, 2013), 1045 p.; and (with Denise Prévost) of Essentials of WTO Law (Cambridge University Press, 2016), 302 p. 
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Ms Tara F. Erath, 

Deputy Chief of Mission, 

Embassy of the United States in Switzerland
Tara Feret Erath has served in Bern since June 2016.  Previously, she was the Director of the State Department’s Nordic and Baltic Affairs Office.  Other assignments include Economic Counselor at the U.S. Embassy in Kabul; Acting Director of the Office of European Union and Regional Affairs;  Economic Counselor in Brasilia; Member of the Secretary’s Policy Planning Staff; Director for Investment, Agriculture and Sanctions at the National Security Council; and tours in Brussels, Paris and Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo.  She holds a BA from Williams College in Economics and in French and a MS from the Eisenhower School of the National Defense University in National Resource Strategy.  She speaks German, French and Portuguese.
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Prof. Thomas Cottier

Emeritus Professor of Law
Founder, WTI

Thomas Cottier, former Managing Director of the World Trade Institute and the Institute of European and International Economic Law, is Emeritus Professor of European and International Economic Law at the University of Bern. He is a former co-director of the national research programme on trade law and policy (NCCR Trade Regulation: From Fragmentation to Coherence) located at the WTI.

Prof. Cottier is an associate editor of several journals. He was a visiting professor at the Graduate Institute, Geneva and currently teaches at the Europa Institut Saarbrücken, Germany and at Wuhan University, China. From 1997 to 2004 he was a member of the Swiss National Research Council and served on the board of the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI) Rome during the same period. He served the Baker & McKenzie law firm as Of Counsel from 1998 to 2005. Prof. Cottier has a long-standing involvement in GATT/WTO activities. He served on the Swiss negotiating team of the Uruguay Round from 1986 to 1993, first as Chief negotiator on dispute settlement and subsidies for Switzerland and subsequently as Chief negotiator on TRIPs. He held several positions in the Swiss External Economic Affairs Department and was the Deputy-Director General of the Swiss Intellectual Property Office. In addition to his conceptual work in the fields of services and intellectual property and legal counselling, he has also served as a member or chair of several GATT and WTO panels. Prof. Cottier has written and publishes on a wide range of trade and international law issues.

Dr Lee Ann Jackson
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Commodities Division, WTO; 

MILE faculty member

Lee Ann Jackson is a Counsellor in the Agriculture and Commodities Division at the World Trade Organization and Secretary to the Committee on Agriculture.  At the WTO she has worked in a variety of areas including agricultural negotiations, implementation of the SPS Agreement and dispute settlement activities.  She has represented the WTO in multilateral settings such as the OECD, FAO, and meetings of international standards-setting bodies.  She has organised and conducted training activities on the SPS Agreement and the Agreement on Agriculture for developing country members of the WTO and led the WTO Secretariat training programme for WTO staff on trade-related issues. Prior to this she served as a Research Fellow in the School of Economics at the University of Adelaide in South Australia where she conducted quantitative economic research on agricultural trade policy.  She also worked for several years in the Environment Division of the International Food Policy Research Institute and served as a consultant for various organisations including the Food and Agriculture Organization and the International Service for National Agricultural Research Systems.  She completed her PhD in applied economics at the University of Minnesota and has a joint Masters' degree in public policy and environmental studies from Yale University as well as a degree in biology from Princeton University.
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Dr Fernando Piérola 

Senior Counsel, 
Advisory Centre on WTO Law 

Fernando Piérola is senior counsel at the Advisory Centre on WTO Law (ACWL) in Geneva, Switzerland, where he advises developing country governments on WTO dispute settlement proceedings and WTO matters in general. Prior to joining the ACWL, Dr Piérola was research fellow of the World Trade Institute and legal adviser to Peru's Antidumping and Subsidies Commission. He has written two textbooks in Spanish on WTO dispute resolution (PUCP: 2002 and Cameron May: 2008) and a book on safeguard measures in the WTO system (Cambridge University Press: 2014). Dr Piérola holds a law degree from the Catholic University of Peru, a MILE degree from the World Trade Institute, an MBA from the University of Geneva and a PhD in Law from the University of Bern.
Prof. Joseph Francois

Managing Director, WTI 
Joseph Francois is Managing Director and professor of economics at the World Trade Institute. He also serves as deputy director of the NCCR Trade Regulation. Previously he was professor of economics (with a chair in economic theory) at the Johannes Kepler Universität Linz. He is a fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (London), director of the European Trade Study Group and the Institute for International and Development Economics, senior research fellow with the Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies, and a board member of the Global Trade Analysis Project. He serves on the editorial board of the Review of Development Economics, and the World Trade Review. Past professional incarnations have included professor of economics at Erasmus University Rotterdam, research economist for the World Trade Organization, and chief of research and acting director of economics for the U.S. International Trade Commission. Joe studied economics at the University of Maryland and economics and history at the University of Virginia. His current research interests include: cross-border production chains and employment; globalisation and inequality; trade in services; open economy competition policy and the regulation of firm behaviour; financial market integration; open economy growth and development; economic integration broadly defined; the multilateral trading system; trade and investment policy under imperfect competition (including the location of industry); the role of the service sector (finance, margin and intermediate services, etc.) in trade and development; competition policy in open markets; computational partial and general equilibrium modelling; and estimation and inference within large nonlinear systems (like large scale, multi-sector general equilibrium econometric models).



