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WTI and Maastricht agree to deepen their academic cooperation   
 
The Institute for Globalization and International Regulation (IGIR) at the Maastricht University 
Law Faculty and the World Trade Institute (WTI) of the University of Bern are pleased to 
announce the signature of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) committing them to a 
number of exciting joint academic cooperation initiatives. 
 
The MoU foresees the launch of the “IGIR-WTI Brussels Dialogue on Global Economic 
Governance”, a joint seminar series to be held on a regular basis on the premises of the 
Brussels campus of Maastricht University. Open beyond academic circles to representatives 
from governments, regional and international organizations, business and other civil society 
organizations, the Dialogue will tackle many of the most pressing challenges in international 
economic governance and explore the contribution that cutting-edge academic research can 
make to informed policy-making.   
 
The MoU further aims to facilitate the reciprocal exchange of doctoral researchers between 
the partner institutions. IGIR candidates will thus take advantage of the research 
infrastructure of the newly established WTI Graduate School on Economic Globalization and 
Integration. The two partners aim to collaborate on a range of other fronts, including in the 
design and implementation of joint research projects funded at the Swiss, EU and global 
levels, the staging of specialized conferences, and the mobility of skilled researchers.  
 
About the two partners 
 
Institute for Globalization and International Regulation (IGIR) 
The IGIR is a Maastricht Law Faculty research institute in international economic law and 
regulation developing a number of research programmes in international trade, investment 
and development law as well as in intellectual property. 
 
World Trade Institute (WTI) 
The WTI is a centre of excellence of the University of Bern, Switzerland and one of the 
world’s leading academic institutions dedicated to the study of international trade and 



 
 
 
 
 

 

investment governance. The WTI transcends disciplinary boundaries, fusing law, economics 
and international relations in interdisciplinary research, training, advisory work and technical 
assistance in Switzerland and abroad. 
 
 
For further inquiry, please contact the WTI’s Deputy Managing Director and Director of 
Studies, Pierre Sauvé at pierre.sauve@wti.org 
 
For assistance in communication matters, please contact the WTI’s Communications Officer, 
Erich Schwarz at erich.schwarz@wti.org 
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