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SWITZERLAND'S SUSTAINABILITY FOOTPRINT

Swiss-based private sustainability standards: Questions of WTO law compatibility

Varying standards’ landscape Nexus for attribution
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Swiss-based private sustainability standards and WTO law
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“Border Protection” for agricultural products: Import quotas for
fresh vegetables and meat products with a lower “in-quota”
rate are opened up to the extent domestic supply cannot
cover the estimated demand - Importation feasible only to
the extent domestic products are not available.

« Government participation in the

development and implementation of
the discriminating IP-SUISSE and
Vinatura standards.

o Explicit reference to the “Swissness

legislation” in various discriminating
private standardes.

e Government participates in a
WTO-inconsistent standard’s
adoption and application
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e most-favoured-nation (MFN) -->
discrimination amongst foreign
products

General exceptions may apply

Potential risk of incompatibility
with WTO law

State measures behind (discriminating) private standards

Border Mrotection, Swissness and EFC -

Border Protection and Swissness =

Sustainability impacts
reach beyond Swiss borders

exclude
foreign

Financial Contnbutions for Marketing - j producers
The Environmental Performance Criteria (EPC) is a minimum .
standard for eco-friendly agricultural production in o Sectors
Switzerland & a prerequisite for direct payments. IP-SUISSE and ¢ Rt i S B i limit
Vinatura are based on the EPC and were mandated by / > E * cosmetics and cleaning positive
cooperate with the government in developing the standards. E - B alscironica spill-over
o . effects
The “Swissness legislation” defines criteria for labeling a = B
product as “Swiss”. It requires that essential processing takes T R ) teulture
place in Switzerland (connected to Bio Suisse’s ban on
processed products) and sets minimum domestic raw X likely increase
material/production cost thresholds. But from these thresholds Border Protection - . Switzerland's
It exempts foreign inputs i.e. If those products are not green
sufficiently available in Switzerland. This questions the footrpint
iNOone -

consistency of information (required for justification under the
general exceptions) delivered to consumers.
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