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Abstract           Biography of the Speaker 
Existing work examining the trade effect of colonial  

legacy does not consider services trade or the 

impact on LDCs. We bridge this gap by providing 

evidence from the Commonwealth and 

Francophonie countries using a large more recent 

panel dataset of 241 countries over 1995-2010. 

Commonwealth membership is found to increase 

services exports by 56.2% in our baseline 

estimates while being a Francophonie country is 

associated with four times more trade; both effects 

are significantly larger than the corresponding 

goods trade effects. Descriptive statistics reveal the 

growing reliance of small, low-income former 

colonies on the respective “colonial groups”. 

Corroborating this, we find much larger (than 

average) services trade effects for ex-colonies that 

are LDCs, emphasizing the importance of colonial 

relationships for countries with weak institutional 

capacity. Our results are robust to accounting for 

China and to Brexit (for the Commonwealth). 
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Participation is free of charge, no registration is needed.  
We warmly welcome you to join our seminar at the World Trade Institute! 
 

NCCR Trade Regulation Brown Bag Seminars are 30-minute presentations, given by external or in-house researchers. The 

presentations are followed by a 30-minute Q&A session. The Brown Bag concept comes from the US; it means that people bring their 

own lunch and eat it during the presentation.  


