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Abstract

The paper suggests a conceptual framework to
study the internationalization of foreign/OECD-
based SMEs (Small and Medium-sized Enterprises)
attracted by fast growing emerging markets, such
as China and other Asian economies, and the
supportive role of global cities as market gate focal
points providing a wide range of financial and non-
financial services facilitating emerging market
entry. In other words, the hypothesis is that a
number of global cities plays an important
business intermediation role, including vis-a-vis
distant and difficult regional emerging markets.
This research is to bring up added value to the
study of global cities, which has been envisaged so
far exclusively in terms of their global growth as
contributed by transnational corporations. The
literature reveals that the business intermediation
role of global cities has been studied in terms of
services provided to transnational corporations
and their affiliates, which tend to concentrate their
regional offices and other business coordinating
logistics and management in such cities.

The first part of this contribution aims to propose a
conceptual framework that combines studies in
international business management with a focus
on SME internationalization on the one hand,
together with knowledge from economic
geography with a focus on global cities on the
other hand. In the second part, an empirical study
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of Swiss SME internationalization vis-a-vis Asian
emerging markets and their relative presence in
global cities provides scientific evidence.
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Pascal Wild is Assistant Professor at the School of
Management in Fribourg. After some professional
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We warmly welcome you to join our seminar at the World Trade Institute!

IENS NF |

FONDS NATIONAL SUISSE Die Nationalen Forsck

SCHWEIZERISCHER NATIONALFONDS
FONDO NAZIONALE SVIZZERO

SwisS NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION The National Centres of C

kte (NFS) sind ein Forderinstrument des Schweizerischen Nationalfond
Les Pdles de recherche nationaux (PRN) sont un i d'e
e in Research (NCCR) are a research i

du Fonds national suisse.
of the Swiss National Science Ft

Hati,




NCCR Trade Regulation Brown Bag Seminars are 30-minute presentations, given by external or in-house researchers. The

presentations are followed by a 30-minute Q&A session. The Brown Bag concept comes from the US; it means that people bring their
own lunch and eat it during the presentation.
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