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Seminar Description
The governance of global trade and the shaping of the multilateral trading system during the
Uruguay round was essentially dominated by developed countries with little or no participation of
developing countries, more particularly the Small and Vulnerable (SVEs) and Least Developed
countries (LDCs). The agenda, the negotiating process and the outcome were determined by
developed countries, more particularly by the leadership provided by Europe and the US. What
resulted was an imbalanced and skewed outcome that did not give adequate attention to
developing country perspectives and interests.
The changing dynamics in the global economy with the rise of the emerging economies on the one
hand and the greater sensitization of the SVEs and LDCs to the importance of trade in their
development process changed the landscape of the trade decision-making process in Geneva. The
post Uruguay built-in negotiations and the ensuing Doha Development Round of multilateral trade
negotiations were initiated in a new environment where the political leadership of the US and the EU
was still essential but could no longer be exclusive. The inability of developed countries to unshackle
themselves from this imperative of hegemonic power together with the failure of emerging countries
to define this new equilibrium needed in the MTS and the refusal of a “one-size-fits-all” approach by
smaller developing countries is what lies behind the crisis in the multilateral trading system today.
Much of the deadlock in the DDA is as much part of political differences as it is of the dynamics of the
negotiating process in Geneva where developing countries have through their structured groupings
and coalitions been able to plug some of the previous asymmetries of power in the negotiations. A
broad array of developing country groupings now dominates the Geneva landscape providing
visibility to their existence and enabling the articulation of their views and negotiating positions.
The purpose of this presentation is to explain how developing countries have organized themselves at
the WTO to participate in the negotiating process, the basis on which different configurations thrive,
their strengths and weaknesses in this endeavor, the coalitions they contract and their contradictions
at times, how they muster resources for their existence and how successful have they been in
achieving their objectives so far. It is important to realize that a negotiation as the DDA round is both
a political and a technical process. Therefore participation and visibility are very important as if you
succeed in determining or influencing the agenda, you are also successful in determining or
influencing the outcome, an area in which developing countries were absent in the Uruguay round
and which they try to remedy in the DDA round. This is why developing countries understood quickly

that while mastery of the technical issues was important, so was the politics of the negotiating process
itself. With this in mind the paper will be divided in three sections:
1. How the negotiating processes are structured and how negotiations unfold within these
processes
2. What are the developing country groupings and coalitions at the WTO and how do they
interface with the negotiating process
3. Some final thoughts about a few lessons on their successes and failures.
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