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Abstract
The proliferation, and strengthening, of international adjudication over the past two decades has
been hailed as a step towards an international rule of law but has also provoked concerns about
legitimacy, both in academic and political discourse. As a result, much recent scholarship has called
for a turn towards a ‘democratic’ model of legitimacy for international courts, with the aim of greater
responsiveness to the broader public affected by their decisions. However, this turn has mainly
focused on geographic and state-centred models of representation and has so far neglected broader
issues of diversity. This is especially virulent when it comes to the diversity of the judiciary with respect
to gender (but also of language, race and ethnicity).
This is the starting point of an SNF project on Diversity on the International Bench: Building Legitimacy
for International Courts and Tribunals led by Professor Andrew Clapham and myself at the Graduate
Institute (Geneva). One pillar of the project seeks to sharpen the normative case for a stronger
representation of women which may rest not only on democratic but also other, especially epistemic
and social legitimacy grounds which are often neglected in the existing literature
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