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Circular Economy, Sustainable Development

and Climate Change Action

Semester: Spring Semester- FS 2024

Root Number: 489045

ECTS: 3 ECT - (20 hours)

Lecturer: Dr. Jack Barrie, Dr. Christophe Bellmann and Dr. Carolyn Deere
Birkbeck

Dates: July 15%-18th 2024

Room:

The course will be held on-site at the World Trade Institute and online

on Zoom.

Audience:

Government officials; Embassy staff; people working for international organizations
and NGOs, industry and in legal practice

Master of Advanced Studies of International Law and Economics (MILE) Students

Joint LL.M. / Diploma of Advanced Studies Trade and Investment Law (TRAIL+)
Students - World Trade Institute / Faculty of Law, Unibe

Certificate of Advanced Studies / Diploma of Advanced Studies in International
Law and Economics (CAS ILE & DAS ILE) Students - World Trade Institute, Unibe

Students from different universities across Switzerland

Course Description

This course will infroduce students to the intersections between international frade
and the circular economy and in particular how frade can facilitate the fransition
to an inclsuive circular economy. The course will first introduce students to the

many

different global developments emerging on the circular economy (at the

national, regional and intergovernmental levels) as well as the emerging tensions
and debates associated with the topic. Subsequently, we will explore how to

Page 1 of 9



Summer Academy 2024
, world 489045 - Circular Economy, Sustainable Development

\.I s and Climate Change Action

harness the international trade system to advance a globally equitable and
inclusive transition to a circular economy. We will look at how the circular
economy fransition may fundamentally alter value chains and therefore future
trade patterns as well as the different types of frade flow which enable the
circular economy. We will then look at the many trade barriers facing these trade
flows (including definitions and classifications, technical barriers to tfrade, frade
facilitation, capacity building and finally trade and economic agreements) and
identify potential solutions to these barriers. This course will be of particular interest to
students and policy makers

Lecturers
Dr Jack Barrie

Senior Research Fellow, Chatham House (Royal Institute of International Affairs)

jbarrie@chathamhouse.org

Dr Jack Barrie is an expert on the topic of the circular
economy with over a decade over experience. In
his current role as Research Fellow at Chatham
House, Jack leads on pioneering research
examining the intersections between the circular
economy and international trade, geopolitics,
finance (including Green Taxonomies) and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He works
on arange of different global projects including the
European Commissions' flagship circular economy
project - SWITCH to Circular Value Chains and the
UNCTAD Sustainable Manufacturing and
Environmental Pollution (SMEP) programme. As a
result of his research, he regularly advises high-
ranking public-sector officials and private sector leaders and has conducted independent
research for UN and WCO amongst others.

He is a member several international advisory groups including the TESS expert group on
frade related circular economy measures and policies and a specialist advisor to UNECE
on Environmental, Social and Governance Traceability of Sustainable Value Chains in the
Circular Economy. In addition to his work at Chatham House, Jack is an editor of the
Circular Economy journal and commonly lectures on the Circular Economy and
Sustainability (most recently at London Imperial and Strathclyde University).

Jack holds a PhD (University of Strathclyde) on circular economy innovation policy, two
masters degrees in Engineering for Sustainable Development (University of Cambridge)
and Civil and Environmental Engineering (University of Edinburgh) as well as a Diploma
(Aalborg University) on Theories of Sustainable Transitions. He has worked in a technical
capacity on a range of radical sustainable technologies across Europe, Africa and Asia

ingluding solar home systems, airborne wind energy systems and desalination plants.
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Dr Christophe Bellman

Christophe Bellmann is the Head of Policy Analysis and Strategy at the Forum on Trade,
Environment and the SDGs. Since 2014, he also serves as advisor to the group of least
developed countries in WTO negotiations including on fisheries subsidies. Before joining
TESS, Mr. Bellmann was a Senior Policy Advisor at the International Institute for Sustainable
Development (IISD) and held various positions at the International Centre for Trade and
Sustainable Development (ICTSD). He has also worked in different capacities for various
international organizations including FAO, UNCTAD, the OECD, the WTO and ECLAC.

Carolyn Deere Birkbeck

Dr. Carolyn Deere Birkbeck is the Founder and Executive Director of the Forum on Trade,
Environment & the SDGs (TESS), housed at the Geneva Graduate Institute. TESS is
dedicated to supporting the multilateral dialogue, inclusive international cooperation,
and policy action necessary to align tfrade and trade policies with the urgent need for
environmental action, sustainable development, and just transitions. Carolyn has been
active for over 25 yearsin providing thought leadership on ways to foster inclusive dialogue
on a more sustainable and equitable global economy, engaging with a broad diversity of
governments, stakeholders, and experts on different policy challenges relevant to this
goal.

Learning Objectives

e To provide an infroduction to the main global developments associated with the
transition to a circular economy

e To provide participants with practical examples for how the circular economy
transition may fundamentally alter value chains and therefore future tfrade
patterns.

e To betterrecognise the potential barriers to trade generated by domestic circular
legislation and the geopolitical consequences thereof

e To provide a comprehensive understanding of how trade can facilitate the
transition to an inclsuive circular economy

¢ To evaluate whether international frade rules are adequate and identify areas of
opportunity for them evolve to better facilitate a global and inclusive circular
economy transition.

Assessment

e Students’ knowledge will be assessed on a combination of in class workshop
participation (30%) and a take home exam which needs to be completed on an
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individual basis.

e The take home exam will consist of a short paper (2000 words) offering a critical
reflection on choice topics covered within the course to be submitted by 19 July
2024 no later than 20:00 (CET) to masters@wti.org

o Option 1: crifical analysis on how the CE transition will reconfigure global
trade flows and what trade solutions need to be put in place to ensure the
fransition is inclusive and equitable for all;

o Option 2: Pick a specific piece of circular legislation and present a
summary of:
» (i) the domestic industrial changes that will result in and hence frade;
= (i) how that might impact trade partners (and stakeholders);
= (iii) identify solutions to mitigate the negative impacts.

Course Overview

Date Day Time Topic / lecturer
15th July Monday 10:00 12:00 The circular economy: A conceptual overview (Dr Barrie)
13:00 16:00 Global circular economy developments (Dr Barrie)

Workshop 1: CE legislation and TBT (Dr Barrie)

16th July  Tuesday 10:00 12:00 How will the global CE transition impact trade flows (Dr
Barrie)

Group discussion

13:00 16:00 Trade barriers to circular enabling trade flows (Dr Barrie)
Workshop 2: Improving the trade system for an inclusive
CE
17th July  Wednesday  10:00 12:00 Inclusion of CE in trade agreements (Dr Bellmann)
13:00 16:00 Role of WTO (& other intergovernmental institutions) (Dr
Bellmann)

Trade and the Global Plastics Treaty (Deere-Birkbeck)

18" July  Thursday 10:00 12:00 Enhancing fransparency and traceability: Deep dive into
the Harmonized System of Codes (Dr Barrie)

13:00 16:00 Wrap up and summary discussion

Case study/exam (take-home assessment)

19th July  Friday Due 20:00 Submit exam
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MONDAY, JuLy 15, 2024
Lecturer: Dr Jack Barrie
Subject: Global Developments on the Circular Economy

Topics
e A conceptual refresher of the circular economy

e Global circular economy developments (including supranational developments
& circular economy national roadmaps, policies and legislation)

e EU case study: Ecodesign for Sustainable Products regulation

e Workshop 1: CE legislation and TBT

Compulsory Reading Material

e The role of trade for transitioning to an inclusive circular economy

¢ Global Stocktake of Circular Economy Roadmaps (Chatham House and UNIDO)
(To be published April 2024)

e Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation

e The EU's Circular Economy transition for plastic and textiles: Opportunities and
chdallenges for trade partners in emerging markets

e Brink H, Lucas P, Baldé C, Kuehr R (2021) Potential effects of Dutch circular
economy strategies on low- and middle-income countries: the case of electrical
and electronic equipment. PBL

Optional Reading Material

e Whatis a circular economy?2

e Ellen MacArthur Foundation. Delivering the Circular Economy: A Toolkit for
Policymakers (EMF, 2015)

e Kettunen M, Gionfra S, Monteville M (2019) EU circular economy and trade:
improving policy coherence for sustainable development. IEEP

e QuS etal (2019) Implications of China's foreign waste ban on the global circular
economy. Resour Conserv Recycl 144:252-255
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https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/10/role-international-trade-realizing-inclusive-circular-economy
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-products-regulation_en
https://www.switchtocircular.eu/publication/EU-circular-economy-policies-ChathamHouse-policy-paper?back
https://www.switchtocircular.eu/publication/EU-circular-economy-policies-ChathamHouse-policy-paper?back
https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/potential-effects-of-dutch-circular-economy-policies-on-low-and-middle-income-countries-the-case-of-electrical-and#:%7E:text=The%20effects%20for%20the%20receiving,instance%2C%20due%20to%20lifetime%20extension%2C
https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/potential-effects-of-dutch-circular-economy-policies-on-low-and-middle-income-countries-the-case-of-electrical-and#:%7E:text=The%20effects%20for%20the%20receiving,instance%2C%20due%20to%20lifetime%20extension%2C
https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/potential-effects-of-dutch-circular-economy-policies-on-low-and-middle-income-countries-the-case-of-electrical-and#:%7E:text=The%20effects%20for%20the%20receiving,instance%2C%20due%20to%20lifetime%20extension%2C
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/topics/circular-economy-introduction/overview
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/a-toolkit-for-policymakers
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/a-toolkit-for-policymakers
https://ieep.eu/publications/eu-circular-economy-and-trade-report/
https://ieep.eu/publications/eu-circular-economy-and-trade-report/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0921344919300047
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0921344919300047

Summer Academy 2024

, waprid 489045 - Circular Economy, Sustainable Development
\.I s and Climate Change Action
TUESDAY, JuLy 16, 2024

Lecturer 1: Dr Jack Barrie

Subject: How will the global CE transition impact trade flows

Topics

Lecture 1:
o The growing ‘Circularity Divide' and how to avoid it
o Types of trade which enable a circular economy
Lecture 2:

o Trade barriers to circular enabling frade flows (Definitions and
classifications, Technical barriers to trade, Trade facilitation, Capacity
building, Trade and economic agreements)

o Circular trade facilitation solutions

Compulsory Reading Material

Lecture 1:
o The circularity divide: What is it2 And how do we avoid it2
o The role of tfrade for transitioning to an inclusive circular economy
o Van Der Ven C The Circular Economy, Trade, and Development:
Addressing spillovers and leveraging opportunities. (Tulip, 2020)

Lecture 2:
o Trade for an inclusive circular economy
o Securing reverse supply chains for a resource efficient and circular

economy

Optional Reading Material
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Circular Economy and International Trade: a Systematic Literature Review

Trade and the Circular Economy (ICC)

Repp L, Hekkert M, Kirchherr J Circular economy-induced global employment
shifts in apparel value chains: job reduction in apparel production activities, job
growth in reuse and recycling activities. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 171, (2021)

Saara T et al (2020) Trading Services for a Circular Economy. SITRA and 1ISD

Yamaguchi S (2021) International trade and circular economy - Policy alignment.
OECD

Steinfatt K (2020) Trade policies for a circular economy: what can we learn from
WTO experiencee WTO
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https://chathamh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/barriej_chathamhouse_org/Documents/Bern%20Summer%20School/Bern%20Summer%20Scool/%E2%80%A2%09https:/d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/99618637/1_s2.0_S0921344922000568_main-libre.pdf?1678351814=&response-content-disposition=inline%3B+filename%3DThe_circularity_divide_What_is_it_And_ho.pdf&Expires=1706017281&Signature=ebfrdWEL6KluyZoMgquniD8Vg5EPUdnvfEJEZJW0Bt2C9XJs6M-fsGLyxuRKuFHpwblLrXKFtfKUnrBrW0CvRoZDBQoup77PLTTs4c6nnfrCruine76dWy3kMMQmUjt5SNYGy%7E3wT1JxnjqUXLjED821KNVQnd-C2qtxCf9l4CcO7L3MUZIUegQ9mloHyjVmxgqYpwXAe%7ERsxVSMpiiS0KZZFCKqpuyKFr8xbm6R4p6L%7Ezw-Et-C1j78wtIUXxEFHFgmDIhPF9564s-eU3FvOvcC0Hz8KdvkYSSIDGK1yy2aelrJnte%7EnnEUp6-aQurrB3liX26jEl0LscdTwGDg3A__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/10/role-international-trade-realizing-inclusive-circular-economy
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3759786
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3759786
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/06/trade-inclusive-circular-economy
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/securing-reverse-supply-chains-for-a-resource-efficient-and-circular-economy_6ab6bb39-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/securing-reverse-supply-chains-for-a-resource-efficient-and-circular-economy_6ab6bb39-en
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43615-021-00126-w
https://icc.se/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/20211214_Circular-Economy.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921344921002305
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921344921002305
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921344921002305
https://www.iisd.org/publications/trading-services-circular-economy
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/international-trade-and-circular-economy-policy-alignment_ae4a2176-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/international-trade-and-circular-economy-policy-alignment_ae4a2176-en
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/ersd202010_e.htm#:%7E:text=Experience%20in%20these%20four%20areas,confidence%20to%20engage%20in%20mutually
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/reser_e/ersd202010_e.htm#:%7E:text=Experience%20in%20these%20four%20areas,confidence%20to%20engage%20in%20mutually

Summer Academy 2024
, world 489045 - Circular Economy, Sustainable Development

\.I s and Climate Change Action

WEDNESDAY, JuLY 17TH, 2024
Lecturer: Dr Bellmann & Dr Deere-Birkbeck

Subject

e Lecture 1:Inclusion of CEin frade agreements & CE and the WTO (role of TESS and
TESSD?) (Dr Bellman)

e Lecture 2: Trade and the Global Plastics Treaty

Topics
¢ How can CE be better integrated into tfrade agreements
e Whatis the role of the WTO in facilitating circular economy enabling tfrade
e Multilateral environmental agreements and trade
¢ Aninsight into the role of trade in the ongoing Plastics Treaty negotiations

Compulsory Reading Material

e Bellmann C, Sell M Options to Incorporate Circular Economy Provisions in Regional
Trade Agreements. (IISD, 2021)

e Promoting and Facilitating Trade in Environmental Goods and Services: Lessons
From Regional Trade Agreements

e Options for Trade-Related Cooperation on Problematic and Avoidable Plastics:
Building on Existing Experiences with Single-Use Plastics

Optional Reading Material

e Global Plastics Treaty Negotiations

e |INC Website

e /Jero draft text of the international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution,
including in the marine environment
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https://www.iisd.org/publications/circular-economy-regional-trade-agreements
https://www.iisd.org/publications/circular-economy-regional-trade-agreements
https://tessforum.org/latest/promoting-and-facilitating-trade-in-environmental-goods-and-services-lessons-from-regional-trade-agreements
https://tessforum.org/latest/promoting-and-facilitating-trade-in-environmental-goods-and-services-lessons-from-regional-trade-agreements
https://tessforum.org/latest/options-for-trade-related-cooperation-on-problematic-and-avoidable-plastics-building-on-existing-experiences-with-single-use-plastics
https://tessforum.org/latest/options-for-trade-related-cooperation-on-problematic-and-avoidable-plastics-building-on-existing-experiences-with-single-use-plastics
https://tessforum.org/initiatives/tess-and-the-global-plastics-treaty-negotiations
https://www.unep.org/inc-plastic-pollution
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/43239/ZERODRAFT.pdf
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/43239/ZERODRAFT.pdf
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THURSDAY, JuLy 18TH, 2024

Lecturer: Dr Barrie

Subject: Enhancing transparency and traceability: Deep dive into the Harmonized
System of Codes

Topics
e Overview of Harmonized System of Codes
e Analysis of how HS Codes help/hinder CE enabling tfrade flows
e Exploration of potential solutions

Compulsory Reading Material

e HS Codes and the Circular Economy
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FRIDAY, JuLy 19TH, 2024

e Take-home assessment due 20:00
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